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When the Phoenix Rises...

Hey You! Young Writers!

– with fabulous (not to mention famous) instructors!
A Camp For Young People Who Love to Write – Just About Anything!

www.yabs.ab.ca

The Young Alberta Book Society presents...

WordsWorthWordsWorth20092009

A Camp For Young People Who Love to Write – Just About Anything!

July 5th-10th (ages 12-14)

July 12th-18th (ages 15-19)

Kamp Kiwanis,

Bragg Creek, AB

GOT AN ITCH

TO WRITE ???

COME ON AND

SCRATCH IT!

Pen a pocketful of poems

Dilly-dally over decadent details

Create a catastrophic climax

Swashbuckle a swimmingly good swindle

Fantasize a fantabulous fantasy

Devise some decadent dialogue

Sing/write a scintillating song

Witness your own wacky wit

Drum and dance and dream

Play and write, you playwrights

Colour your capricious characters

Tell a tale or two or twenty

Draw your dangerous dragons

Fictionalize both foes and friends

Picture your path to publishing

Wield the writer’s weapon

Pencil your precious opinions

Write the righteous rigorously

Make merry; make magic



Spyder Yardley-Jones, our beloved arachnid artist, was
born to Welsh pirates. He’s crossed this mighty land

from west to east and east to west, and tatooed pen &
brush art on the forehead of society with his artwork
and exhibitions.  Spyder has dedicated more than
a decade of his life to educating young people

and adults about the fine art of cartooning &
illustrating.  A frequent guest artist in

primary and secondary schools,  currently,
he is Artist in Residence at Harcourt

House Gallery in Edmonton. You can
experience Spyder’s world through

his installation exhibition there,
opening in October of 2009.

Bronwyn Storm wanted to be a superhero when she grew
up. Sadly, this goal was made moot when she realized that
being a klutz was not in fact, a super power, and her super-

weakness for anything bright and shiny meant that a
magpie with self-control could easily defeat her in a

battle of wills.  Today, she doesn’t live on a secret
space station orbiting the earth, but she still gets

to wear leotards, a cape, and say things like,
“STAND ASIDE! THIS IS A JOB FOR

WRITING-GIRL!  Bronwyn began
writing as a career back in 2005 and has

published I Love You a Latte, The Genie’s
Curse, Shoe-in for Love, and Love and
the Leprechaun, and most recently, the
mystery novel, Ethan’s Chase.

Marty Chan is best known for his
play, Mom, Dad, I’m Living with a
White Girl, which had a successful
Off Broadway run in 2004. Marty’s

book, The Mystery of the Frozen Brains
won the 2005 City of Edmonton Book

Prize. The sequel, The Mystery of the Graffiti
Ghoul, won the 2008 Diamond Willow Award.
Marty was the first playwright in residence at the
Citadel Theatre. In addition to creating the popular

CBC radio series, The Dim Sum Diaries (1994-2000),
he has also taught playwriting at the University of Alberta

and creative writing to young people.  Marty received an Arts
Achievement Award and a Performance Award from the

City of Edmonton and earned a Horizon Award from the
U of A for his contributions to theatre. For more

information about Marty, please visit martychan.com

Thomas Trofimuk is an
Edmonton-born writer who writes

poetry, short-fiction, and novels.
His first novel, The 52nd Poem, was

published in 2002. The book went on
to win a few awards including the 2003

Alberta Novel of the Year and the City
of Edmonton Book Prize. A second novel,

Doubting Yourself to the Bone, was published
in the fall of 2006 and was named as one of the

top-100 must-read books for 2006 by the Globe & Mail.
His third book, Waiting for Columbus, is slated for a fall 2009

release in the US and Canada. Thomas is also a founding father
of Edmonton’s Raving Poets movement, a poetry open-stage series
that combines improvised music and poetry.  He is delighted
to work with inspiring young writers this summer.

Gail Sidonie Sobat is an award-winning author of six books for YA and adult audiences.  She is the creator and long-time coordinator of YouthWrite and WordsWorth (camps for young
writers), a teacher at the University of Alberta Hospital School, an adjunct professor in the University of Alberta’s Faculty of Education, and has been Writer in Residence on a number of

occasions.  Also an award-winning teacher, for her work on the Legacy Project, Gail and her co-creators were named finalists for the Governor General Excellence in Teaching History Award.
 Gail is the creator and director of SWYC (Spoken Word Youth Choir), founded at YouthWrite 2007.   Her newest novel, Gravity Journal, was nominated for a 2009 White Pine Award.

To register, simply fill out the registration form that accompanies this brochure.
If your registration form is missing or you need one for a friend, please call the
Young Alberta Book Society at 780.422.8232 (Edmonton) or download it at www.yabs.ab.ca

How To RegisterHow To Register

Lipstick, Revolvers, & The Ties That Bind
[The Art of Romance and Mystery]

Guest Presenter
[Playwright and Author]

Once Upon a Time...
[Writing Fine Fiction]

And More...
• beautiful setting • great new friends • readings by famous authors • blue pencil café • other workshops / instructors tba •

• WordPlay along with our fabulous supervisors • entertainment by the fantastic WordPlayers •
• a chance to get away from your parents and siblings for a week •

Barbara North is an award-winning writer, stand-up comic,
and comedic TV reporter.  A recent writer-intern on CBC’s
Royal Canadian Air Farce, she performs on stages across
Canada, including Just for Laughs.  Barbara created,
developed, and wrote several comedy television shows,
including Army Brats for CBC, and A Total Write-Off!, a
13-episode comedy-reality series on CTV stations.  As a
host and speaker, Barbara produces fun, informative talk
shows, including Journey to the Centre of the Girth, Dating
101, and the upcoming Sex and the Prairie.  She recently
wrote and performed a successful Fringe one-woman comedy
show, My Incredibly Screwed-up Sisters.

Funny Business!
[Stand-up and Sit-com Writing]

Conni Massing is an award-
winning writer working in theatre,
film, television and radio. Recent
projects include her hit comedy

The Myth of Summer premiered by
Alberta Theatre Projects, and Ooga-
Booga, commissioned by Conrete
Theatre for their annual Sprouts

Festival of Theatre for young
audiences. Her latest play is a stage
adaptation of W.O. Mitchell’s Jake
and the Kid, slated for production as
a part of Theatre Calgary’s 2009-10
season. Conni is currently the 2009

Writer in Residence at the
Edmonton Public Library.

 Making a Scene
[Playwriting with Pizzazz]

Mark Kozub has been writing for magazines and
radio since 1988. His poetry has been featured on
CBC Radio, CBC TV, Book Television and The
Bravo! Network, and his When I Was a Kid video

poem appeared on the TV show ZeD and at various
comedy festivals.  He is also author of the novel The
Uptown Browns, co-author of the non-fiction coffee
table book A Calgary Album, and a founding father

of Edmonton’s wild Raving Poets performance
poetry-with-music scene.  Both a saxophonist and

a bassist, Mark also dabbles in painting and
teaching writing classes for young people.

Mag-OH!-Zine!
[Get the Scoop on WordsWorth]
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Karla Anderson burst on to the world music stage in 2005 when her
song, “What Else Can I Do?”, was featured in the hit television series
Joan of Arcadia. She followed with her debut release, The Embassy
Sessions, in August of 2005. Since that time Karla’s music has touched
the hearts of audiences wherever she appears and wherever her music
is played. Her disc has topped the charts on many stations including
America’s pre-eminent folk music station WUMB in Boston.
An appearance on the CBC Television Special, Alberta Bound –
A Centennial Celebration, brought another legion of new fans,
and featured her (and Corb Lund) as the future of Alberta’s rich
musical legacy. In December of 2005, Karla won Best New Artist
 at the Canadian Folk Music Awards.

Measure and Madness!
[The Art of Songwriting]
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Mark Haroun is an award-winning playwright and screenwriter.
His play for young audiences, A Giraffe in Paris, received its premiere
at the Citadel Theatre in 2005 and was later produced in Montreal
at Geordie Productions. The play was the winner of the Elizabeth
Sterling Haynes award for Best Production for Young Audiences

and was short listed for the Gwen Pharis Ringwood Award for
Drama at the Alberta Book Awards. Recently, he has written for

Northern Lights Theatre’s Urban Tales Project Taking Possession and
Concrete Theatre’s New Sprouts Festival. Last year, Mark was the
recipient of the Canadian Authors Association’s Emerging Writer

Award.  Currently, he is a writer and senior story editor on
CBC’s popular one-hour family drama Heartland.

Guest Presenter
[Playwright and Screenwriter]

Mag-OH!-Zine!
[Get the Scoop on WordsWorth]

Funny Business!
[Stand-up and Sit-com Writing]

Zinatopia!
[Graphic Art and Text]

Zinatopia!
[Graphic Art and Text]

Lipstick, Revolvers,, & The Ties That Bind
[The Art of Romance and Mystery]

Guest Presenter
[Playwright and Author]

Once Upon a Time...
[Writing Fine Fiction]

Guest Presenter
[Playwright and Screenwriter]

 Making a Scene
[Playwriting with Pizzazz]

Measure and Madness!
[The Art of Songwriting]

Carolyn Pogue is a Calgary
author and member of the

Young Alberta Book Society
who writes for all ages.  She

travels widely and meets
amazing people.  Her life’s
passion is building a better

world of peace and justice for
all. She serves on Raffi’s Child
Honouring Advisory Council.
 A co-founder of The Art of

Peace: A Camp for Kids,
Carolyn believes deeply that
the pen is mightier than the

sword and that peace is a
process.  Her newest book

is a YA novel, Gwen.
You can learn more at
www.carolynpogue.ca

Your Words -
Your World!

[Find the Power in
Your Pen]

Your Words -
Your World!

[Find the Power in
Your Pen] Barry Thorson grew up in

Cochrane, AB.  Barry received
his BFA (Acting) from the
University of Alberta and has
worked as a writer, actor,
director, teacher, and storyteller
for the past 16 years.  As an
instructor, Barry has taught at
Mount Royal College, the
University of Calgary, and our
very own summer camp for
young writers.  He is the
founder and director of Lone
Wolf Theatre Company, a
professionally-led training
facility and performance
company located in Cochrane,
Alberta where Barry lives with
his two daughters and dog, and
where he is at work on his
second novel.

A Story! A Story!
[Storyteller Writer:
Teller of Tales]

A Story! A Story!
[Storyteller Writer:
Teller of Tales]
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